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Art. X. — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — Die Propheten und ihre Weissagungen. Mine apohgetisch-her- 
meneutische Studie. Von A. Tholuck. Zweiter vollig unveran- 
derter Abdruck. Gotha : F. A. Perthes. 1861. 8vo. pp.206. 

This work was undertaken by Professor Tholuck to refresh his in- 
tellect by a temporary change of the subject of his studies. It is de- 
signed mainly for amateurs in Biblical criticism, and takes a middle 
ground on the much disputed question of the extent of the inspiration 
of the Hebrew prophets. Tholuck holds that this inspiration is some- 
thing more than keen-sighted patriotism and pious enthusiasm. It in- 
cludes an objective and abnormal power of predicting future events. 
In defence of the existence of such a power, he refers to the analogy 
of Savonarola and other early Reformers, of modern clairvoyants, and 
of the ancient oracles. He holds that these cases, as acknowledged by 
the best German psychologists, prove that man has an innate, latent 
faculty of foreseeing the future. This faculty is more than ordinary 
sagacity or foresight, and is manifested only when excited by peculiar 
and exceptional causes. It was excited in the prophets by the spirit 
of God. There was this peculiarity in the case of the prophet, that he 
never lost his consciousness, and the higher reason at least was always 
active. Even in the frequent trances and visions, the receptive facul- 
ties of the intellect were in full activity, though the productive faculties 
might be dormant. The prophet did not speak of himself; the Lord 
spake through him. 

Again, the vision of the prophet is not bounded by the political ho- 
rizon. Tholuck thinks that the most foresighted statesmanship could 
not have suggested to Isaiah (chap, xxxix.) the possibility of the de- 
struction of the kingdom of Judah by so insignificant a power as Baby- 
lon then was. 

This book was so popular in Germany that the first edition was ex- 
hausted in a few weeks. We hope that it may find similar favor in 
America. 

2. — The Great Sahara. Wanderings South of the Atlas Mountains. 
By H. B. Tristram, M. A., Master of Greatham Hospital, and 
Domestic Chaplain to the Earl of Donoughmore. With Maps and 
Illustrations. London : John Murray. 1860. 12mo. pp.435. 

This book is not precisely what its title represents it to be. Mr. 
Tristram never got fairly off the southern slope of the Atlas range, nor 



